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DS Updates Our Social  
Media Presence 

 
Facebook 
 Desert Sleuths will be transitioning to a 
Facebook Professional Page to better suit 
our organization's needs. The Facebook 
Public Group will be closing down entirely on 
Feb. 20. Members can find and “like” to fol-
low the new Professional Page at: face-
book.com/SinCDesertSleuths 
 Members are urged to join our new offi-
cial Facebook Professional Page where DS 
will continue to communicate with and sup-
port Sisters in Crime Desert Sleuths mem-
bers.  
 
Pinterest 
 A new Pinterest page has been added to 
our social media portfolio. It can be found at: 
www.pinterest.com/desertsleuths 
 
Twitter 
 Twitter is ongoing as presently config-
ured. But if you don’t already follow it, maybe 
check it out.  We can shake up the Twit-
tersphere together! Find it at: 
www.Twitter.com/desertsleuths or 
@DesertSleuths 
 
Social Media Submissions 
 Please feel free to submit any content 
you want to share with the community. DS 
wants to continue featuring news and events 
that our members will be interested in, and to 
showcase our members.  
 
Contact via: 
 Direct Message on Facebook, Pinterest, 
or Twitter.  Or you can always Email 
desertsleuths@gmail.com (Please title your 
email subject: Social Media.) 

Speaker For Feb. 17 Reveals  
How to Raise Your Novel’s Heat 
 Connie Flynn, author of many romance and 
mystery novels will tell us how to spice up our 
mysteries by adding a love interest for our protago-
nists or  supporting characters.        
 “If you think this program 
will be about romance,” she 
said, “You’d be right and you’d 
be wrong. Mystery readers 
want their intellect challenged 
and romance readers want their 
emotions stirred. The best 
books do both, but the merger 
of murder and love is not al-
ways an easy one.” 
 At our meeting, Feb. 17, Connie will explain to 
us how to set aside our preconceptions and shake up 
the manuscripts we have stashed in a drawer by giv-
ing our protagonists a significant other. Once we 
can do that, the added spice will transform our mys-
teries into pager turners.  
 Our speaker wrote her first short story in the 
fourth grade for a  teacher named Mr. Ryan who 
encouraged her vivid imagination and strong story-
telling skills. She has taught creative writing and 
founded an online novel writing school but writing 
itself is her true love. Now busy with her thirteenth 
novel, she knows how lucky she is to have found 
out what she wants to be when she grows up. Con-
nie’s website is http://connieflynn.com 

 

Left Coast Crime Convention  
Comes to Phoenix! 

  
  The Left Coast Crime convention is coming to our town 
and registration is filling up. This annual confab is a fans and 
authors feast of interviews with industry insiders, workshops, 
panels, networking, and gatherings. Planned guests of honor 
are Gregg Hurwitz and Ann Cleeves and Toastmaster, Catrio-
na McPherson. 
                          Con’t on page 4 

http://desertsleuths.com/conference/connie-flynn
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Just a Reminder: 
 

NEXT MEETING:  
 FEBRUARY 17 

 

Keep Up with Desert Sleuths at 
facebook.com/SinCDesertSleuths 
www.pinterest.com/desertsleuths 
www.Twitter.com/desertsleuths  

or @DesertSleuths 

Savvy Sleuth 

A Note From the  
President… 
 

Hi all, 

 February has 
begun as a busy 
month for Desert 
Sleuths. Lots of 
events to support 
our membership (speaking of 
which, if you haven’t already, 
please take a moment now to renew 
at desertsleuths.com.) 
 To review our labors during this 
“month of love”: 
 Your board is hard at work to 
make WriteNow! 2016 a spectacu-
lar event. Don’t miss our Feb.17 
meeting for the exciting details. 
 The joint Left Coast Crime 
committee  (DS along with our 
Tucson sisters) is putting the final 
touches on the fun-filled Sisters in 
Crime Happy Hour, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 25 in the hotel Atri-
um, to kickoff opening night of 
LCC. 
 And our upcoming Donald 
Maass workshop in May is sold out, 
but we do have a waiting list, so it 
might not be too late to snare a seat. 
 These events are for you, Sisters 
and Misters, as is our monthly 
meeting. See you Wednesday at 
Grimaldi’s! 

In Memoriam  

 Louise Signorelli: July 25, ’44 -- Jan. 26, ’16 
By Betty Webb 

 On Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2016, Desert Sleuths member Louise Signorelli be-
came ill while attending the Sheridan Street Irregulars, the writers’ critique 
group she belonged to. Although she was given CPR by another Desert 
Sleuths member, she passed away in the ambulance on the way to Scottsdale-
Osborne Medical Center.  
 Louise was a valued member of Desert Sleuths, Society of Scottsdale 
Women Writers, and the Sheridan Street Irregulars. As “Streeter” writer 
Charles Pyeatte says, “Her stories combined computers and crime, but Louise 
was all about commitment. Being a good writer mattered to her, and she gave 
it everything she had.” 
 A computer expert, Louise was very generous with her time, helping many 
other writers wend their way through computer mazes without charge. Her 
impact was felt in several published books. 
 The world will miss Louise. In addition to her many friends in the writing 
community, she leaves behind her son, John Signorelli; her daughter, Jennifer 
Vincent; her sister Sandra Clark; and four grandchildren – Jessica, Roberto, 
Marco, and Natalia. 

Our Members Just Keep On Publishing! 
 
 Mister in Crime, Steve Shadow’s new book of short stories, "Stumbling On; A 
life in Stories Volume 2" is hot off the presses. He defines his second volume of short 
stories as an experiment in autobiography told in the form of short 
stories.  Each piece features a different central character but all re-
flect an overarching theme of  the nature of change during the sec-
ond half of the 20th Centtury.  Shadow explained, “These are not 
crime fiction, so while not exactly within our group designation, 
some may find them of interest.”    
 

 Gemma Halliday Publishing recently announced that DS member Margaret 
Morse’s debut novel, “Murder Casts its Spell” is now available. Morse tells a story 
of magically deadly proportions featuring attorney Petra Rakowitz 
whose latest client is a wizard!  
 In a society divided into those with magical and non-magical 
powers, Petra finds herself on the non-magical side of the equation, 
instead opting for a career making sure that all people—powerful or 
powerless—get the justice they deserve. Only her ideas of justice 
are tested when Petra's first murder case falls into her lap after her 
lead investigator is arrested for killing his ex-girlfriend. While Petra 
wants to believe he's innocent, her client conveniently keeps "forgetting" to tell her 
anything that makes him look bad.  
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The “Investigators”: 
2016 CHAPTER OFFICERS  
President:  
  Roni Olson 
Vice-President:  
  Merle McCann  
Treasurer:  
  Shannon Baker 
Secretary:  
  Katherine Atwell Herbert  
Members-at-Large: 
  Susan Budavari  
  Yvonne M. Corrigan-Carr 
  Denise Ganley 
  Dharma Kelleher 
  Timothy Moore  
  Denise Todd 
Immediate Past President:  
  Isabella Maldonado 
Advisor: 
  Deborah J Ledford 

The “Crime Scene” 
The third Wednesday of each 
month Desert Sleuths convenes at 
the Grimaldi’s Pizzeria in Old 
Town Scottsdale. Member-authors 
are welcome to bring their books to 
sell at meetings.  

6:00—6:30: Dinner, Networking 
6:30—7:00: Business Meeting  
7:00—8:00: Speaker  
 
Grimaldi’s Pizzeria  
4000 N. Scottsdale Road  
Scottsdale, AZ 85251  
480-994-1100  

Savvy Sleuth 

Sisterly Wisdom  
  

Don’t Forget The Subplot 
By Suzanne Flaig 

 
 You’ve written a brilliant mystery novel—strong protagonist, sassy side-
kick, interesting antagonist, riveting plot with enough clues and red herrings 
dropped in to keep the reader guessing right up until the twist ending—yet it’s 
missing something. 

 It’s missing a subplot. Without a secondary storyline to add depth and 
complexity to your story, your main plot can appear flat and lifeless. A subplot 
is threaded throughout the story, and is somehow connected to the theme of the 
novel. It can illuminate character or setting and helps drive the main plot. In the 
end, all the little pieces come together and we know the result of both the main 
plot and the subplot. You could include more than one subplot, depending on 
the length of your novel—just make sure you tie up the loose ends by the final 
page. 

 When I wrote my first novel, “Terror in Double Time,” the plot was in-
spired by an unsolved crime of a little girl who disappeared while riding her 
bike in her neighborhood. The traditional puzzle mystery was there for me to 
take in my own direction. When I finished my “cozy” musical mystery with a 
piano teacher protagonist set in a fictional small-town neighborhood, I had a 
whopping 25,000 words and an interesting puzzle, but not a novel. 

 An excellent way of adding a subplot is to take a minor character who is 
involved in his or her own plot and develop that as a subplot. But I had a differ-
ent idea. In 1979, when I was a piano teacher in Middletown, Pennsylvania, we 
lived near the Three Mile Island nuclear power plant and there was an evacua-
tion because of a serious accident. What if the child in my story was a piano 
student of my protagonist, and she disappeared the day before the accident, and 
her mother and my protagonist had to evacuate while the girl was still missing? 

 The nuclear accident became the subplot: I changed the timeframe from 
present day to the 1970s which gave me more range in my musical references—
how much fun is Disco!—and “Terror in Double Time” took on a double mean-
ing. 

 Think of a story with a subplot. Now think of that story without the sub-
plot. What would be lost? Whether it’s another character’s story woven 
throughout and connected with the main plot, or a secondary conflict of some 
other kind, don’t forget to blend in a subplot or two to enrich your novel. 
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APW To Hold Payson Book Festival 
 The Arizona Professional Writers are holding their second 
annual Payson Book Festival this coming summer. The  one-day 
fete, co-sponsored with Gila Community College, is an oppor-
tunity for writers to sign, sell and speak about their books. The 
family oriented event will be held July 23, 2016, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at the college campus, 201 N. Mud Springs Rd. in Pay-
son, Ariz.   

Each registered author will have a table and two chairs to 
exhibit their books and materials. The GCC college campus has 
space for 60 writers and publishers so early registration is urged. 
More information, including a registration form, is available at 
the website: www.paysonbookfestival.org. If you have ques-
tions, contact Payson Book festival officials at: in-
fo@paysonbookfestival.org . Registration is open until the end 
of April. The festival is free to the public with proceeds donated 
to scholarship funds of GCC and APW. 

“Our goal is to promote literacy and showcase Arizona au-
thors,” said Carol Osman Brown, director of APW’s Rim Coun-
try District. She adds, “We want to foster a love of reading by 
providing a friendly environment that encourages personal inter-
action between Arizona authors and readers.”        
          ††† 

Writers’ Police Academy Gets Nitty 
With The Gritty For August Workshop 
 
 SinC member Lee Lofland will hone in on a hands-on inter-
active experience designed to help writers increase their under-
standing of all aspects of law enforcement and forensics at the 

annual Writers’ Police Academy (WPA) 
to be held Aug. 11-14, 2016 in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. Tami Hoag, whose multiple 
mystery novels have regularly appeared 
on the New York Times best seller list, is 
this year’s guest of honor.  

    Sisters in Crime is providing a $150 discount to SinC mem-
bers who have never attended a Writers’ Police Academy. The 
total cost is $395.00 but members will receive a $150 discount 
for just belonging to SinC. They’re depending on registrants’ 
honesty but they will be checking to make sure participants’ 
membership has been renewed for 2016 and that they are a first 
time Writers’ Police Academy 
                       Con’t next column 

attendee.  
 For more detailed information and to register for the 
Academy go to: writerspoliceacademy.com. 
Registration will begin on Feb. 21, 2016. 
 Those interested in attending can also add their names to 
the “Staying In Touch” list which can be found on the home 
page of the WPA website. w 

ww.writerspoliceacad 

Created a Monster? Mary W. Shelley Has 
a Scholarship for You 
 
 The Mary Wollstonecraft 
Shelley Scholarship, sponsored 
by the Horror Writers Associa-
tion, was first awarded in 2014 
and is awarded annually, to fe-
male horror writers.  
  Horror Writers Association (HWA) President Rocky 
Wood explained the intent of The Mary Wollstonecraft Shel-
ley Scholarship, “(There) are unseen, but real, barriers limit-
ing the amount of horror fiction being published by women. 
There are many fine women writers being published in our 
genre but we also see potential for the percentage of horror 
fiction being published by women to increase.  
 “This Scholarship, named after the great female horror 
writer, aims to encourage more female writers to enter our 
genre and to aid in the development of those already work-
ing within it. At the same time the HWA exists to extend the 
horror genre in all its aspects, so we are also establishing a 
Horror Writers Association Scholarship, which is open to all 
our members, regardless of gender.” 
 The application for each scholarship will be the same – 
a sub-Committee of the HWA Board will choose the win-
ners. Each Scholarship is worth $2500, which may be spent 
on approved writing education over the two years following 
the granting of the scholarship (see www.horror.org/
scholarships for more detail). 
 “These are the largest, and possibly the only scholar-
ships offered in the horror genre. HWA hopes to supplement 
these scholarships with smaller grants as funds allow,” 
Wood said. 
 The Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley Scholarship is funded 
with monies received by HWA from the Authors Coalition. 
Applications for the 2016 scholarship opened Feb. 1. 

Lots of Opportunity to Strut Your Stuff and Learn Cop Talk This Summer 

http://www.paysonbookfestival.org/
mailto:info@paysonbookfestival.org
mailto:info@paysonbookfestival.org
http://www.writerspoliceacademy.com/
http://www.writerspoliceacademy.com/


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note to Self:  
Renew DS Membership 
 Right now, before you forget, become a member or 
renew your membership in DS. The sooner you do it, the 
better it will be. You’ll enjoy the company of fellow 
mystery writers and mystery lovers. You’ll enjoy attend-
ing our meetings, conferences, workshops and other 
events throughout the year, with more planned for 2016.  
And if you’re can’t always attend Desert Sleuths’ func-
tions? You can keep in touch through the chapter news-
letters, email blasts, and the website.  
 Annual dues are only twenty bucks. Click join/renew 
at DesertSleuths.com to pay via our website.  
 Desert Sleuths is the Phoenix chapter of  the interna-
tional organization, Sisters in Crime.  National member-
ship is required when joining DS. Dues are: $50 for pro-
fessional level; $40 for active membership. 
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Donald Maass’ Workshop, “Writing 
The Breakout Novel” Comes To 
Scottsdale In Spring 2016   
 Donald Maass’ “Writing The Breakout Novel” work-
shop is coming to Phoenix. This is the event you won’t 
want to miss. The agent’s class will detail the elements 
that all breakout novels share, presents writing techniques 
that make books stand out and succeed in a 
crowded marketplace, and he’ll offer help 
for honing writing skills.  Tickets 
have now sold out for this event 
but there is a waiting list for 
those hoping to attend. The confab is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 14, 2016 from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Stonecreek Golf Club,  
4435 E. Paradise Valley Parkway South in Phoenix. 
  Maass, who founded the Donald Maass Literary 
Agency in New York in 1980 continues as its president. 
He reps more than a 100 fiction writers in-
cluding such luminaries as Anne Perry, Jim 
Butcher, and Edgar Award winner Leslie S. 
Klinger. Several years ago he realized new 
writers need to understand how the book 
publishing world works. So, he wrote the 
book, “Writing The Breakout Novel,” and 
began holding seminars with the same focus. Registration 
fees gradually rise, so signing on early is recommended. 
Cost of the seminar gradually rises. Until March 31, the 
price to attend is $115. After that date until the day of the 
workshop the tickets to attend are $135. For information 
go to www.DesertSleuths.com. 

January Speaker Revealed What It 
Takes to Sell Books Today 

  

 David Hunenberg, a veteran crime fiction 
bookseller at Poisoned Pen, shared his perspective into 
what makes a compelling read, what drives book sales, 
and what steps authors can take to move their books in 
both the retail and e-commerce setting. At January’s 
meeting he told us of talented writers whose well-written 
books languish because of one mistake in promotion. 
Writers would be wise to initiate and maintain good rela-
tionships with booksellers. He also provided insight into 
what has been going on in the publishing world over the 
past several years and where it seems to be heading in 
the future. 

Left Coast Crime  
Con’t from page 1 
 
 Launching the LCC weekend will be the Desert 
Sleuths and the Tucson Chapters hosting a happy hour 
Schmoozefest from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 
25. The event will offer plenty of time to mix and min-
gle with fellow authors and other attendees as well as 
fun and games.  
 Registration can be completed online at leftcoast-
crime2016.com. The convention runs from Thursday 
evening, Feb. 25 through Sunday afternoon, Feb. 28 at 
the Hyatt Regency, 122 N. Second St. in downtown 
Phoenix. 
 
Not Sure Just What Left Coast Crime Is? 
 Left Coast Crime is a convention of fans and au-
thors who gather during the first quarter of the calendar 
year in Western North America (as defined by the 
Mountain Time Zone and all time zones westward to 
Hawaii) to celebrate crime fiction. Attendees include 
hundreds of fans of crime fiction, along with published 
authors, aspiring writers, librarians, large and small pub-
lishers, editors, agents, and booksellers.  

http://www.sistersincrime.org
http://www.sistersincrime.org
http://www.sistersincrime.org
http://www.sistersincrime.org
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It’s Coming At You, Don’t Miss It  

“So West: So Deadly” Now Available 
 

 

          
     
      

 

Murder. Revenge. Blackmail. Greed. Envy. Corruption. From the glamorous soirees of power-
brokers to gritty, dark alleys to snowy mountain hideaways—the twists and turns keep com-
ing. Each of the twenty-two stories packed into the latest Sisters in Crime Desert Sleuths 
Chapter anthology will keep you turning the pages.  

Get your copy today from DS by calling Yvonne at 602-334-
7623 or pick up a copy at The Poisoned Pen or on Amazon 

“What a constella-
tion of talent there 
is amongst the De-
sert Sleuths! There 
are echoes of short 
story greats in this 

anthology…but 
with unique shad-

ings that come deep 
from Arizona’s dry, 

hot heart. There’s 
something for eve-

ryone in this not-to-
be-missed collec-

tion” – Jenny 
Milchman, Mary Hig-

gins Clark Award 
Winning author of 

Cover of Snow and As 
Night Falls 


